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Ram raid suspects found

i Teenagers face court
over cross-border pursuit

BY NIGEL McNAY

TWO teenagers fronted
court yesterday over a
series of police pursuits in
Albury and Grififith and a
ram raid in Wi

They were arresied af-
ter crashing a car they are
accused of stealing from
an West Albury house on
Thursday evening.

Wodongapolicewill also
seek o speak to them.

A 19-year-old man, the
alleged driver of the ve-
hicle, faced 17 charges
when he appeared before
Griffith Court yesterday,
while a 17-year-old faced
four offences during a vid-
2o hearing in Parramatta
Children’s Court.

They will face court
again at a later date.

An Albury boy, 17, was
charged on Friday with

burglary, theft and erimi-
nal damage over the inci-
dents.

NSW police said the
2005 Ford Falcon sedan
that crashed in Griffith
was allegedly stolen from
a house in O'Brien Court,
West Albury, on Thurs-
day between 5.15pm and
7.50pm.

A police spokesman
said over the following 31
hours it was alleged the
car was used in:

@ Two incidents of fail-
ing to pay for fuel in Lay-
ington and Griffith;

@ The aggravated
break, enter and steal at
a service station in Wod-
onga; and,

@Four separate police
pursuits in Wodonga, Al-
bury and Griffith.

The pair who appeared
in court yesterday were

arrested on Saturday at
3.50am after they drove
the car into a rail corridor
next to Cutler Avenue,
Griffith, and ecrashed into
a stormwater drain.

“During a search of the
car, police located items
they will allege were sto-
len dnrmg the Wodonga
incident,” the spokesman
said.

“Officers also seized
drug paraphernalia.”

It 1s alleged the Ford re-
versed into the glass front
door of the Caltex service
station on Thomas Mitch-
ell Drive in Wodonga on
Friday at 2.30am.

Three men wearing
dark clothing and hooded
jumpers allegedly spent a
few minutes ransacking
the store of property val-
ued at several hundreds
of dollars before leaving.

@ Bailey Simonis gets acquainted with a turtle in Wangaratta yesterday afternoon. Picture: BEN EYLES
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A TEAM of turtles were
tuming heads in Wanga-
ratta yesterday.

The shelled reptiles at-
tracted 50 curious folks
to Batchelors Green,
including Milawa Primary
School grade 5 student
Bailey Simonis.

He was surprised to
learn turtles used nests
and have a 12-month
gestation period.

“} thought it would be
fun,” Bailey, 11, said.

Orgzniser Diane
Farmer was thrilled with
the roll-up for the day,
which was supported by
Turtles Australia and the

North East Catchment
Management Author-
ity and arranged by the
Wangaratta Sustainabil-
ity Network Restoring
our Waterways Group.
The catchment author-
ity gave the waterways
group mesh to be used to
protect turtie nests from
predators.

Party turns explosive

BY NIGEL McNAY

FIREWORKS have in-
]ured two men at a Bone-
gilla farm in an incident
police warned could have
easily turned fatal.

The men suffered minor
injuries after a firework
fuse was lit and exploded
at a bonfire night on the
Mahers Road property en
Saturday night.

“Imitially it was thought
it was life-threatening,
but it appears to have
been of 2 more minor na-
turein the end,” Wodonga
police’s Sgt David Arnold
said.

The dramatic end to
the bonfire night follows
an incident at Thurgoona

in late April when several
teenagers were burnt.

One of them, Trin-
ity College student Molly
Dowling, 17, suffered
bumsto30percentofher
body after an aerosol can
thrown onto a bonfire ex-
ploded.

Sgt Arnold said fire
works were being set off
at the Bonegilla bonfire
night when the men were
injured at 9.45pm.

Both victims — a Ta-
ble Top man, 42, and an
Osbornes Flat man, 39 —
were taken by ambulance
to Albury hospital with
minor facial injuries.

Sgt Arnold said there
was a large group of
people at the property.

“I could give you lots of
examples of people who
have been hurt by fire-
works,” he said.

'Thej' are considered
explosives and they are il-
legal for a reason.

“Unless you're a proper
pyrotechnic or a pow-
dermonkey (who works
with explosives) you re-
ally shouldn’t be handling
something like this.”

Sgt Arnold said a lot of
the fireworks people got
hald of were made in Chi-
na, “and the guantity and
quality of them can be a
little suspect”.

“You just don't know
how they're going to react,
and they can react rather
poorly,” he said.

HF 2482 - 0513

Hurry, offer extended to 30 June 2013
Talk to Pamela and her friendly team today.

Call 131334 Click hcf.com.au

Visit Shop 8, 495-499 Dean Street
(fronting Olive Street), Albury.

Grab this special joining offer!

Take out HCF hospital and extras cover by 30 June and we'll waive the usual 2 & 6 month waiting
periods on over 20 benefits.

Claim immediately on dental, optical, physio, chiro, acupuncture, remedial massage and much more.
Some longer waiting periods and conditions still apply.
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